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NEUROSIS ON NUCLEAR POLICY
G.S. Bhargava (Exclusive to the CPS Bulletin)

Going by the domestic debate on India's nuclear
policy, the ‘almighty’ alom has to be a veritable all-pur-
pose panacea like a Hindu god. It has to provide drink-
ing water o Rajasthan villages which have been with-
out the ‘luxury’ for the last filty years of independence,
curb the price of onions imespective of market forces
and win elections for the ruling party, in this case the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) which heads the federal
coalition government. Following the drubbing the party
received in the recent elections fo the State legislatures
In Delhi and Rajasthan where it has been voted out of
office, pundils have been waxing eloquent on the sin-
gular failure of the Shakti (Pokhran-2) lesls to serve elec-

toral purpose. In the process, the security dimension has
been eclipsed.

Launching the Congress parly's campaign for the
elections, Mrs. Sonia Gandhi, the parly president, said
world opinion had turned against India as a resuit of the
tests and 'several important projects in power and tele-
communications have stopped.’ I did not require ex-
fraordinary prescience to know that economic and other
'sanctions’ were inevitable in the wake of the tests. The
1974 experience couid not have been forgolten, espe-
cially by the Congress Party because ils leadership flows
from lineage from Mrs. Indira Gandhi.

As the architect oi the '‘peaceful explosion' twenty-
four years ago, she had basked in the national pride
unleashed by it. But Canada had suspended lechnical
assistance to the second Rajasthan atomic reacior which
fook in all twelve years to complete at a whopping cost
overrun. Our nuclear nower generalion programme had
been sel back at ieast by a decade. Further, the so-
called intemational non-proliferation regime was tight-
ened and the London Suppliers Club was bomn to deny
dual use technology and equipment to pariah States
like India.

In olher words, the price had to be paid even it il
was less stringent. Ever since the Chinese Lop Nor test of
1964 nuclear weanons have been central {o India’s
threat perception as voiced by successive governments.
It got aggravated during the 19¢3 india-Pakistan hostili-
ties when Chinc induiged in nuclear blackmail. The ce-
cision to go in for tha firs} Pokhran (22t was tcken follow-
ing another similcr atizmpt Ly the Us dispatching war-
ships into the Bay of Bengal during the Bangladesh war
in 1971.

The resistance to the CTBT, eloguently voiced by Dr.
Arundhali Ghose ai the Geneva disarmament conier-

f “The saints die for their virtue; they are slain be-
cause of the light in them which the darkness can-

not tolerate. —DaAnakrishnan

enceo and later in the UN assembly, was again primarily
security driven. The policy was seen o be widely popu-
lar, with over 80 percent suppor! In opinion polls. Bul
when it was pursued to ils logical end there Is a hue and
cry about 'sanctions’ and isolation. Verbal resistance 1o
CTBT was popular because its cos! was nof visibie but
living up 1o it in practice entailing hardship tor the eliles
was unwelcome.

This, incidentally, Is a uniquely Indian phenomencn;
armchair opposition 1o the treaties evokes enthusiastic
consensus but follow-up action has few lakers, a kind of
neurosis. We would be happy with verbal opposition fo
the CTBT remaining ihe be-ail and end-all of nuciear
policy. At the same fime, a vision of India armed with an
arsenal of 350-400 thermonuclear warneads is fondly
conjured up. lronically, the very critics of the Shakli lests,
some of whom claimed that they, ico, would have car-
ried ihem, are opposed fo India subscribing fo the CTET
even if is security concerns were taken care of.

When India refused to go along with the CTBT at the
1996 Geneva conference —and later at the U.N. Gen-
eral Assembly — the main reason was that the treaty as
it was drafted was weighted in favour of 1hose charac-
terized as nuclear weagcen Stales by the nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty {NPT). Especiaily, when China and
France carmried out a number of tests with a view to mod-
emizing their arsenais and mastering the technology of
sub-critical tesis, it was ciear thei the five nuclear
weapon Stales were rc! genuinely interesled in elmi-
nating nuclear tests but were uging the freaty as a means
to perpeluate their caraoiuiry. The refusal to agree lo
an even formal commiiment (o ullimate elimination of
nuclear weapons underscored the hidden purpose be-
hind the treaty.

If India conducled the Shciii tests then — aboul two
years eariier — we, 100, couid have jcined the freaty
avoiding the isolation caused by verbai reiection of the
treaty. But even if the then Gural Govemment had sum-
moned up the wil {¢r such @ cemonsiration of nationa
purpcse ine Congress party whicnh was susiaining it had
other priorities like throwing ine DMK cut cf ine United
Fron! Government with g view uitmately 10 inching iis
way inlo power.

In this conlext, it wi'l ba urelyl to recall how Frarce
has cenducted ils nucies doiomacy to secure ifs no
fional security irtarests. Whnear ' cecome ine fcurh coun-
iy to tesl @ nuclear device an 12 Eabruary 1647 Pres-
denl de Gaulle led the colenraton saying; “Huren for
France since this morning. Sre is sironger and proude: ™
The Force de Frappe (imp!y ng ge’erent cazabilty) nas
remained central fo French secunty iniing for over thirty
year: with the Gaullists, centre-rigni UDF the sociais's
and even the Greens subscnbing 7o it. Even in Pakision
which has been relatively worse affected by the US sanc-
tions than India there is neither disenchantment with the
tesis nor blaming them on Prims #7nitter Nawa Shor!




 Bulletin of the CENTRE FOR POLICY STUDIES

and his ruling Muslim League. In fact, they are identi-
fied with promolion of nalional security.

In our country, on the other hand, in the name of
safeguarding ‘secularism’ there has been a fendency
;1o idenfify the Shakli tests wilh BJP “adventurism,” to
borrow Jyoli Basu's descripfion. The result has been that
US critics of the tests have begun o brand them as the
exclusive handiwork of the BJP because of its ‘Hindu
Nationalist' orientation. The implicil suggestion Is that if
the BJP is dislodged from office, the other political par-
fies would go along with the West even while mouthing
radical slogans. Some of the statements of Sonia Gan-
dhi and Jyoti Basu have reinforced such a conclusion.
In other words, a veritable Saddam Hussain syndrome is
sought to be developed here,

Finally, if, as stated earlier, the Shakli tests had been
undertaken two years earlier in the run up to the
finalisation of the CTBT the reaclion of even the US would
have been differenl. Rebecca Johnson, director of the
Disammament Intelligence Review (London) wrote in the
Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists that isclation of India
was one of the 'major objectives' of China during the
1996 negofiations. So it joined forces with the US, par-
ticulary, o ensure that India did not get away wilh re-
sisting the treaty in the prevailing form but would be
bound by if. That, Chinq, like France, had conducied a
series of nuclear tests before joining the CTBT did not
matier because that is the name of the game. Afler the
endorsement of the treaty by the General Assembly by
an overwhelming maijority of 158 to three (india, Bhutan
and Llibya) undertaking nuclear explosions has meant
swimming against the tide. It would be more so day by
day. So a moratorium on further lests is sensible policy. If
we have o forego further testing —which is also re-
garded lo be unnecessary in view of the Shakti tests-
there is no purpose in staying out of ihe CITBT.

PROGRAMMES AND PROJECTS OF
SANKAR FOUNDATION-VISAKHAPATNAM

Dr. G. Prabhakar
JI. Direclor, Health & Projects

17-11-1998 : 2nd Anniversary of Indian Epilepsy Asso-
ciation, Vizag Chapter.

Indian Epilepsy Association, Vizag Chapter cel-
ebratedils 2nd Anniversary at Visakhapatnam Steel Plant
Hospital. Dr. K. Venkateswarlu, Prof. of Neurology, Andhra
Medical College and King George Hospilal delivered a
lecture on ‘Epilepsy’ at the function. Around 200 invitees
including patients, parents, family members of Epilepsy
patients, school children, and employees of Steel Plant
altended the lecture meeting. Dr. K. Prabhakar Rao,
Chief Medical Ofticer, Sleel Plant presided over the
meeting. Indian Epilepsy Association, (Vizag Chapler)
and Sankar Foundation are running a Clinic for Epilepsy
patients every Saturday and medicines are being pro-
vided at subsidised cost for poor patients.

“Abundance of consumption is no crime, but it is
scandalous that the poor are unable fo consume
enough to meet even their basic needs.”

—James Gusiave Speth
UN Development Programme Administrator

21-11-1998 : Visit lo Villages

Dr. G. Prabhakar, and Dr. M. Venkateswarlu visited
Bhimannadorapalem and Ramavaram villages in
Pendurthy Mandal along with Smt. Y.V. Anuradha, IAS,
Project Director, DRDA to explore the possibility of adopt-
ing the villages for overall development with assistance
from DRDA.

27-11-1998 : TB Camp

T8 Camp was conducted at Narasannapeta nodal
TB Centre. 5 patients received medicines.

30-11-1998 : Eye Camp

Rural Eye Camp was conducted at Anakapalle jointly
with Anakapalle Community Welfare Association (ACWA).
113 patients were examined and 41 patients were se-
lected for Microsurgery.

5-12-1998 : TB Camp

Monthly TB Camp was conducted at Anakapalle TB
Nodal Centre. 14 palients received medicines.

Visit to Villages :

Dr. M. Venkateswarlu, Joint Director, Ms. V. Jyotishmati,
Mr. G.L.N. Prasad from Environment Division visited
Bhimannadorapalem and Ramavaram Villages for in-
teraction with villagers to plan health and environment
programmes in the villages.

8-12-1998 : Visit fo Villages

Dr. G. Prabhakar and Dr. M. Venkateswarlu visiled
Thotada Village near Paravada for meeting with local
NGO Sadhana and fo visit the SC Colony which was
destroyed by the recent cyclone.

TB Camp

Monthly TB Camp was conducted at Haripalem BCT
Health Centre. 49 patients were examined and provided
wilh medicines.

10-12-98 : DRDA Programme

Dr. G. Prabhakar and Ms. Jyolishmali attended, as
Resource Persons, the Training Programme for rural
women conducted by DRDA at Chodavaram. Around
100 leaders of women's groups, DWCRA groups, Mahila
Mandals attended the Training Programme.

12-12-1998 : TB Camp

Monthly TB Camp was conducled at Vaddadi Nodal
Centre. 31 patients received medicines.




16-12-1998 :
Sankar Foundation hosted a meeting of Rotary Club.
Visakhapatnam of the Eye Hospital. Rotary Club, Visa-
khaopatnom is the Senicr most Club in tne RI District 3020
with membership of 96 members. The meeting was pre-
sided over by Cdr. V. Chandra Sekhar President of the
Ciub. Shn A. Sankar Rao, Managing Trusiee welcomed
the galhering and Dr. Prabhakar presenled a report on
the verious activities of the Foundation. The visiting
Retariens and their families were taken around the Eye
Hospital. Hospital for Women and Child and the TB Hos-
pital. Tne Foundation has conducted many Eye Camps
with Polary Clubs and the Rolarians evinced very keen

interest in the Health Programmes of the Founda-
fion.

18-12-1998 : Visit fo SUSAG

Dr G. Prathakar, Dr M. Venkaleswaru, Ms. Jyotishmati
and Mr. G.LN. Prosad visited SUSAG (Sustainable Agri-
culture Project ¢f SVDS) near V-Madugulc for the Joint
programmes wilh Sharcaa Vailey Development Samithi.

19-12-1998 : Rurc! Eye Camp

Sankar Foundation conducted a Rural Eye Camp
jointly with Department of Sccial Work, Andhra University
at Ramavaram Village in Pendurthy mandal. The camp
was cssisted by studenls of the Department of Social
VWork, aftending their 10 day Rural camp at Ramavaram.
60 patients were excmined and 11 patients were se-
lected for Microsurgery.

22-12-1998 : Visit by Mchila Group

Heaith workers and fecders of Women's Group from
VIKASA NGO ct Chodavarom visited the Foundation's 3
Hospilals on cbtervation visit to gain information about
the Hospitals. These visits are strengthening the referal
systems for the Fcundation's 3 hospitals and are creat-
ing awareness in Rural areas cbout the free services
available.

28th, 29th & 30th December 1998 :

The Sitver Jubilee Anniversary of Anchra Pradesh Vol-
untary Health Association was held al Hyderabad fol-
lowed by Annual Genera! Body Meeting. APVHA is an
Umirella Organisation with @ membership of around 100
NGOs working in Andnra Pradesh. Sankar Foundation is
a Life member of APVHA at Vizakhapainam. Dr. Prabhakar
cttended the meeting on oehalf of Sankar Foundaticn.
The Silver Jubilee Celebrations were inaugurated by Dr.
N. Jonardhan Reddy, Hen. Minister for Health and Fam-
ily Welfare, Govt. ¢t Andhra Pradesh and was presided
over by Dr. Stevenson, President of APVHA. Dr. Prabhakar
presented a brief report on the various activiies and
programmes of Sankar Foundation in Vizag District and
neighbouring districts and had good interaction with sev-
eral NGOs.

Budletin of the CENTRE FOR POLICY STUDIES

SENTp——— R T e

31-12-1998 : Visil of Mahila Group

20 Leaders of the Women's group of SADHANA a lead-
ing NGO from Paravada visited Sankar Foundation Hos-
pitals at Simhachalam on observation visit.

4-1-1999 : Rural Eye Camp

The Foundalion conducted a major Eye Camp with
Mahila Margadarshi local NGO al Anakapalle. The camp
was inaugurated by Shri Dadi Veerabhadra Rao, local
MLA. 145 patients were screened and 38 were selected
for microsurgery.

5-1-1999 : Meeting on Environment

Mr. G.L.N. Prasad represented the Foundation at the
Joint Forest Management meeling at SUSAG near V-
Madugula. The meeting was conducled jointly by Dept.
of Foresls and Sharada Valley Development Samithi.

B Camp

Monthly T8 Camp was conducted at Yelamanchil,
BCT Health Centre. 46 pafients aliended the Camp and
31 patients received medicines. The Camp was con-
ducted by Dr. C.S.R.L. Narasimham. Joint Director, TB
Projects and Dr. D. Venkatesam, Slaff Officer, Medical
and Camps Officer Medical.

10-1-1999 : Visit of Members of World Teachers Trust

Members of World Teachers Trust and disciples of
Master EK and Shri K. Parvalthi Kumar visited Sankar
Foundation's Eye Hospital, Hospital for Women and Child
and TB Hospital. The members from South America and
European countries are on their annual visit to India to
attend the ‘Gurupuja Mahoisavam’ held at
Simhachalam. The members were taken around the 3
Hospitals and they were very keen to know aboul the
functioning of the hospitlals and the services being pro-
vided at the hospitals. The members were explained in
detail about the various medical services being provided
at the hospitals by Dr. C.S.R.L. Narasimham, Dr. N.V.
Ramana Murty, Dr. N. Rukmini, Dr. S. Krishna Murthy, Dr. R.
Suryanarayana Raju, Dr. Yellaji Rao, Dr. Anjaneyulu, Dr.
M. Venkateswarlu and Dr. Prabhakar. The guests were
impressed by the free services being rendered by the

hospitals and expressed their happiness about visiting
the hospitals.

Mr. Jesus, leader of the team planted a Mango sap-
ling in memory of their visit to Sankar Foundation Projects.

Felicitations to Smt. Dwivedula Visalakshi

Sankar Foundation had the privilege of presenting a
memenio fo Smi. Dwivedula Visalakshi at the felicitation
function arranged for receiving an honorary doctorate
degree recently. The function was joinily hosted by cen-
tre for Policy Studies and Gandhi Centre at Babapu
Bhawan. Smi. A. Yesodha Sankar Rao, Trustee of the Foun-

dation presented a memento to Smi. Dwivedula
Visalakshi.




12-1-1999 : 1B Camp

Monthly TB Camp was conduclied at the TB Nodal
Cenlre at Vaddadi. 46 patients altended the Camp and
33 palients received medicines.
18-1-1999 : Eye Camp

Rural Eye Camp was conducted at Bhimanna-
dorapalem. 99 patients were examined and 7 were
selected for Microsurgery.

19-1-1999 : Visit of Guest

Dr. Sarvalakshmi, eminent Chest Physician from Cali-
fornia, USA visited Foundation's 3 Hospitals at
Simhachalam.

20-1-1999 : Visit of Guest

Dr. Prayaga M. Krishna, eminent Anaesthetist and
Vice-President, European Andhra Association from Nor-
way visited Sankar Foundation's 3 Hospitals.

22-1-1999 : Inauguration of Water and Sanitation
Programme

Dr. Prabhakar and Dr. M. Venkateswarlu attended the
inauguration of Water and Sanitation Project being
launched by Sarada Valley Development Samithi with
assistance from “Water Aid” U.K. and “"Oxfam Trust". The
programme was presided over by Prof. K.V. Ramana,
former Chairman of Sarada Valley Development Samithi.
SVDS will be taking up Rural Sanitation Programme and
Water Projects in a big way in Anakapalle District and
Sankar Foundation will be associating with the construc-
tion of toilets in the rural areas. Dr. Alan Cork from Natu-
ral Resource Institute, Kent, U.K. alended the programme
as resource person.

24-1-1999 : Inauguration of Housing Project

Sankar Foundation'’s first Housing Project was com-
pleted at Ramachandrapuram, a remote village near
V-Madugula. 16 houses were constructed under the
Govt, Housing Schemes with financial assistance of Rs.
3,000/- for each house from Sankar Foundation. The
Sankar Housing Colony was inaugurated by Shri Reddy
Satyanarayana, MLA, who lauded the services of Sankar
Foundation for the poor and the down trodden espe-
cially in rural areas, and sought the help and involve-
ment of Sankar Foundation in many more similar projects.
Shri P Appala Raju, President, MPP Madugula presided
over the function. Shri Challa Sivasankaram, Trustee,
Sankar Foundation was the Chief Guest. The funclion
was well attended by the local villagers, tribals from
nearby tribal villages and staff of SVDS and Sankar Foun-
dation. -,

26-1-1999 : Mega Camp i

A Mega Camp was conducted by Sankar Foundation'’s
3 medical units at Kodavatipudi, The Eye Camp was
headed by Dr. YRP, Yellaji Rao along with his technical team,
Ihe Gynaec Camp was headed by Dr. S. Krishna Murthy
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along with his team and the TB Camp was headed by Dr.
C.S.R.L. Narasimham. The camp was organised by the lo-
cal MLA of Narasipatnam. Dr. M. Venkateswaru, Joint Di-
reclor, Resources Management, explained lo the gather-
ing, the services being rendered by the Sankar Founda-
tion for the poor and needy people in and around Visa-
khapatnam. A draft for Rs. 8,000/- was presented to Secre-
tary, Gram Swaragjya Samithi, Kodavatipudi for using it as
seed money for the consfruction of individual lairines in
the village. Dr. M. Venkateswarlu explained the importance
of personal hygiene and keeping the surroundings clean
for a healthy family and also requested the Gram Swarajya
Samithi fo undertake awareness programmes for the fol-
lowing areas, i.e., personal hygiene, safe drinking water,
keeping the sumoundings clean and deaddiction of to-
bacco, smoking and panchewing. More than 450 patients

were screened by the combined camp and the camp

was a success, particularly the Gynaec camp which was
held for the first time by the Sankar Foundation.

HUMAN RIGHTS

United Nations Decade for Human Rights Education
(1995-2004)

On 12 December 1997, the General Assembly urged
Governments to contribute further to implementing the
Plan of Action for the United Nations Decade for Human
Rights Education, in particular by establishing broadiy
representative national committees and training cen-
tres for human rights education (resolution 52/127).

The General Assembly proclaimed the Decade on
23 December 1994, fo begin on 1 January 1995, and
welcomed the Plan of Action for the Decade submitted
by the Secretary-General (resolution 49/184). The Assem-
bly stated that human rights education should be a lite-
long process, by which people learn respect for the dig-
nity of others. Governments were called upon to direct
education towards the full development of the human
personality and to the sirengthening of respect for hu-
man rights and fundamental freedoms. Governmental
and non-governmental educational agencies were
urged to establish programmes of human rights educa-
tion. The coordinator for the implementation of the Plan
of Action is the Uniled Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights.

Fiftieth Anniversary of the Universal Declaration on
Human Rights (1998)

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights was
adopted by the General Assembly on 10 December

é "Gandhi has renewed, for all the peoples of i@
West, the message of their Christ, forgolten or be- |
trayed. He has inscribed his name among the sages I
and saints of humanity; and the radiance of his fig- |
ure has penetrated into all the regions of the earth {
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1948. To celebrate the fiflieth anniversary of the Decla-
ration, the Assembly has urged Govemments to imple-
ment national programmes and 1o ensure participation
by all strata of civil society, including public administra-
tions, national institutions, non-govemmental organiza-
tions and academic circles, thereby bringing the letter
and spirit of the Declaration to the awareness of all.
Govemments and other actors have been encouraged
to develop education and Information programmes, in
particular grass-rools initiatives promoting, through edu-
cafion and the media, a culture of human rights (resolu-
tion 52/117 of 12 December 1997). On 10 December
1998, the Assembly will convene a one-day ceremonial

meeling to celebrate the anniversary (resolution 51/88
of 12 December 1996).

Human Rights Day (10 December)

All Slates and interested organizations were invited
by the General Assembly in 1950 to observe 10 Decem-
ber as Human Rights Day (resolution 423 (V)). The Day
marks the anniversary of the Assembly's adopfion of the
Universal Declaration of Human Righls in 1948.

—Courtesy : UN Information Centre

(A Function was held at the Centre for Policy Studies
on December 10, 1998 to mark the Human Rights Day)

GUIDING IDEAS

1. RESPECT FOR THE DIGNITY OF ALL PEOPLE - THE SU-
PREME GOAL - all people have the same universal
rights - freedom, equality, non-discrimination - the
fundamental rights of vulnerable groups: children,
minorilies, indigenous peoples, refugees, displaced
persons, disabled persons and migrant workers.

2. HUMAN RIGHTS - THE COMMON LANGUAGE OF HU-
MANITY - building a universal culture of human rights
and empowering people - human rights educa-
tion at all levels and for all people - building a glo-
bal partnership for human rights - promoting toler-
ance in the spirit of human rights worldwide.

3. WOMEN'S RIGHTS - THE RESPONSIBILITY OF ALL -
WOMEN'S RIGHTS ARE HUMAN RIGHTS - combating
all forms of violence against women - full partici-
pation of women in development - promotion of
gender equdlity - support fo NGOs and grass-roots
initiatives for the advancement of women's rights.

-

Italy’s three cancers ! \

“Universities are one of ltaly’s three biggest can-
cers; bureaucracy is another. The third | won't men-
tion in order not to offend religious people.”

—Federico Zeri
(The greatest living historian of Italian art)

(Courtesy : Guardian Weekly)
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4. HUMAN RIGHTS, DEMOCRACY AND DEVELOPMENT -
SIGNPOSTS TO THE FUTURE - the right to develop-
ment - the human person Is the central ;;ub_ieci of
development -elimination of poverty - institutions
of democracy and the rule of law - pluralistic soci-
ely - grass-roots participation.

5. CIVIL SOCIETY - THE DRIVING FORCE OF HUMAN
RIGHTS - individual and colleclive responsibility for
human rights - contribution by NGOs to the promo-
tion and protection of all human rights - grass-rools
human rights aclivities - human rights defenders,

6. HUMAN RIGHTS - ACHIEVEMENTS AND CHALLENGES -
decolonization - end of aparthied - strengthening
of national human rights capacities - national hu-
man rights institutions - elimination of all human
rights violations - combating all forms of racial dis-
crimination and xenophebia - universal ratification
of human rights instruments.

7. THE UNITED NATIONS - HUMAN RIGHTS IN ACTION -
human rights in the field - technical cooperation
and advisory services - human rights freaty bodies
and themalic and country mechanisms - assistance
to victims of human rights violations.

—Courtesy : UN Information Centre

‘WINGS OF FIRE’

(An aulobiography by A.PJ. Abdul Kalam with Arun
Tewari-Universities Press, Hyderabad 1999
(Distributed by Orient Longman)

(Summary of book discussion held at the Centre for
Policy Studies on January 17, 1999 with Cdr. T. Rajaram
(Indian Navy) Retd. as the main speaker)

Cdr. Rajaram :

This book published after the controversial Pokhran Ii
tests sheds light on the sequence of events leading fo
India joining the exclusive club of nuclear powers with
satellite and ballistic missile launching capabilities. There
are many interesting and adequale insights inlo the
personal beliets and convictions of the man who played
a crucial role in the wholly indigenous technological
achievement of greal significance. However, the book
is silent on the efforls involved in the successful conduct
of Nuclear Tests in May 1998. There is no dispuling the
fact that the award of 'Bharai Ratna’, so well deserved
by the author, is a fitting recognition of Kalam's personal
contribution in eaming for India the status of a Nuclear
Power. Reference fo activities since his taking over as
Scientific Adviser o the Ministry of Defence in 1991 has
been omitted, perhaps, due to the classified nature of

information affecting national security and defence
preparedness.

Slquing his career as a senior scientific assistan! in
1958 in the' Directorate of Technical Development and
Planning (Air) Abdul Kalam rose 1o occupy many impor-




E——

~Bulletin of the CENTRE FOR POLICY STUDIES ’

RS s i ek S

jant positions winning the trust of famous scientists and
administrators like Vikram Sarabhai, Safish Dhawan and
grahm Prakash and leaders like Indira Gandhi and
venkataraman. Kalam's outstanding contribution to the
rapid growth of indigenous technclogy is borne out by
the successful tesl fiing of rockets and missiles. Induc-
tion info the armed forces of five categories of missiles
prithvi. Akash, Agni, Trishul and Nag was largely due to
the vision and planning of Dr. Abdul Kalam. His deep
involvement intitally with the SLV programme and the
IGMDP thereatier gives the namrative an insight into his
managerial style and philosophy. Among the numerous
admirable qualilies of his head and heart are his ability
to get along well with all types of persons including po-
litical ieaders, bureaucratls and scientisis and affection
and regard for his colleagues and juniors.

The book is certainly a window on Dr. Kalam's char-
acter, convictions and personal philosophy of life. His
religious bent of mind, respect for elders, feachers and
peers, his transparent sincerity and inbom humility en-
cbled him to successfully handle the professional as-
signments and carmy lighily the burden of name and
fame that followed. His suggestion to the youth of foday
lo 'de-leam the self defeating wey of life' is apt and
timely. This book should be read, especially by the
vounger generalion, as it may heip them to imbibe ap-
propriate values of life at a crucial phase of their
lives.

GEMS FROM A.PJ. KALAM'S BOOK

Problems are a part of life. Suffering is the essence of
success. As someone said:

Ged hics not promised

Skies ahways blue,

Ficwer-strewn pathways

All our life through;

God has not oromised

Sun wiithout rain,

Joy wijthout sorrow,

Peoce without pain.

gut God has premised

Strength for the daoy,

Restlcr the iabour

Light for the way.

i will net be grosurnphucus encugh fo say that my life
can be a role model fer anybady, but scme peor chiid
iving in an cbecure pince, in an underprivileged social
selling, may find g litle soicce In the way my destiny
has been shaped it could parhaps help such children
lverzle inemseives frem the Londoge ol their iliusory
tackwardness and hopelessness? imespective of where
‘hey are right now, they should be aware that God is
with them and when He is with them, who can be against
them?

I has been my observation that most Indians suffer
unnecessary miseries all their lives because they do not
know how fo manage their emotions.

The culture of working for material possessions and
rewards must be discarded. When | see wealthy, power-
ful, leamed people struggling to be at peace with them-
selves, | remember people like Ahmed Jallaluddin and
lyadurai Solomon. How happy they were with virlually
no possessions|

On the coast of Coromande/

Where the earthy shells blow,

In the middle of the sands

Lived some really rich souls.

One coffon lungi and half a candle

One old jug without a handle

These were all the worldly possessions
Of these kings in the middle of the sands.

How did they feel so secure without anything to fall
back upon? | believe they drew sustenance from

within.

SMT. VISALAKSHI HONOURED..........

smt. Dwivedula Visalakshi was conferred an honor-
ary D.Lilt. degree by the Potli Sriramulu Telugu University
at its sixth convocation on December 15, 1998. The
eminent writer and novelist has to her credit 13 novels
and 3 books of short stories besides essays and articles
in several joumnals and magazines. Since 1966 when her
work 'Gruhalakshmi' eamed for her a Gold Medal. Smi.
Visalakshi has received many honours and awards. The
MNational Book Trust selected her novel Varadhi'in 1973
fer trenslation into all Indian languages. Conducling
research ¢n her novels many postgraduate students
ot!cined the M.Phil. and Ph.D. degrees. Bom on August
15, 1929 Smt. Visalakshi continues to evince a keen in-
feresi in literary and cultural activities. Her husband Dr.
D.N. Rao is a former Professor of National Administrative
Academy, Mussorie and a well known social scientist who
held high positions in India and abroad.

(Gandhi Centre and Centre for Policy Studies jointly
organised a felicitation funclion in honour of Smt.
Visalakshi on January 10, 1999) '

e
On mathematical economics.... w

“Too lorge a proportion of recent 'mathemati-
cal’ economics are merely concoctions, os impre-
cise as the initiai assumptions they rest on, which
altow the author fo lose sight of the complexities ond
inferdependencies of the real world in a maze of
pretentious and unhelpful symbols.”

— John Maynard Keynes

k (Courtesy : Guardian Weekly — 22-11-1998)

Y

S——




L Bulletin of the CENTRE FOR POLICY STUDIES 1

[

SMT. VISALAKSHL......... A DIFFERENT TYPE OF

R.V. Rama Rao
zditor, Andhra Bhoomi

In the mid-sixties, when Dwivedula Visalakshi took o
writing, the Telugu literary field, particularly the segment
which was propped up by journals was dominated by
women writers. In the literary field to discriminate women
from men may look unchariiable. fut men always con-
sidered themseives as know-ail creatures. Women writ-
ers were considered fo be lacking in political, economic,
philosophical understanding. ‘Women were aiso accused
of not possessing necessary scnoiarship and a compre-
hensive worldview. Ferhaps this was ine reason why
women in the literary tield produced non-serious siuff of
the pulp variety lacking in literary vaiues, however plea-
surable reading it may be. Jensaqu inunais capiured ihe
advantage of a rise in sociar iiteracy dy suppiying this
stuff. To meel this demand women wriiers came in hanay
for journals. They took to romaniicism, ihouan the plois
were realistic. This lendencv carriea literaiure a -;o0d
distance away from the reaim of piousipilitv and
jeopardised Iitercrvy viuues uile reasonqodiy, 1his was
branded as escepisi «orature. But a hanaiul of women
novelists like Visalakshi ried '0 aewici ihe socieiv which
they knew. This invariaoy iorced inem 10 take to reai-
ism. Visalakshi may naei aossess nicn academic augiili-
cations, may even iack scnaiarshe, of g nian siandard
but she has had a chance nui Gnwy o iravei Dt 1o dwed
in the U.S.A., Candada, :ngianu, Maiaysia and

Singapore for over eight years. This opporiunity has wid-
ened her horizon. Spending time in several countries
has enhanced the level of her understanding and given
her a worldview. She could decipher the conflicts in lite
of people around and share the gloom and bliss with
them.

She never tried to overstep her arena, but instead
confined to things known. Visalakshi's knowledge of En-
glish and Hindi has tempered her style. No wonder she
won the acclaim of serious writers like Kcdavatiganti
Kutumba Rao. Her novels like Varadhi, Gomathi,
Vaikunthapali, Jarudumetiu, Grahanam Vidichindi por-
traved middle-class life faithfully and realistically. She
couid snow a wav cu! for the conilicis inlife, sympatnise
wiin ine sorrowful lives of people and capture the ceau-
tiflul momenls. Keeping away from sheer romanticism has
made her a different writer. Thirleen novels and fhrea
thort story anthciogies prove thai the pursuit of litera-
iure was consrar:. She may not be considered a critic
but has certainly tried her hand at crificism also, of course
with a pen name, 'Sumana’

ot laoour for over intee decades did net go in vain.
[ne recognition was ample, the iatest being a D Liti. from
ine Teiugu University. Pefore that she bagged
Grihoiaxkshmi Swarna Kankanam [1966), A.P Sahifya
Akadem: Award (1982}, Adavi Bapirgju literary award
(1977}, [resthaliterarv award [ 1964). Her novel Varadh:
nas been fransiaied in all Indlion languages. Visalakshi's
vioks mave become maierial ior several M.Phil and #h D.
dlisserizions.

Bi-Monthly Bulletin Edited by Prof. A Prasanna Kumar and prinled by Prot. M.S. Prasada Rao: Direclor AY_Press:

e Y
immicrial Mahatma. ... !
‘His death is not g passing aweoy Lut a passing forward. he s |
I*zading out ine pain thai ihe saints Aave ot trod to moke our rav- |
<ling more sure, and lecd us fo a por'er siafe. Tnose wno wera his |
liends sl refiect in their [ives someithing of his goodness .1t heio {
us. tinners and siruggiers, by their example and iheir shining ligni g
—3ybil Thorndike on Gandhiji's assassination |
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